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Abstract

The study aimed at studying the effect of population increase and its associated
urban expansion on Kufur *Aqgab through investigating the population awareness of the
change as well as tracing out the landscape spatial temporal changes from 1943 to 2015.
The changes in landscape area are used as real evidence that can be measured through
the spatial and quantitative analytical approach and the comparative method using
Geography Information System (GIS), aerial photo are also analyzed through different
period of time (1943. 1997, 2006, 2010, 2015), in addition to the interview and

questionnaires.

The study found that the Palestinian built up increased by almost double to reach 19.7%
of the total area of Kufur >Agab (1080 dunums). This result is being emphasized by the
respondents who confirmed their strong feeling of such increase in landscape. In
addition, the result showed a quadruple increase (from 205.2 dunums in 1997 to 819
dunums in 2015) in the Israeli settlements, which in turn have an important role in
destroying the existing landscape. The negative effect of settlements on landscape has

be confirmed by 86% of the respondents.

The negative effect of Palestinian urban expansion and the Israeli settlements was
mainly the reason for the largest decrease in the size of agriculture land (decrease from
1506.6 dunums to 568.8 dunums in 1997 and 2015, respectively). Such a deterioration
was being emphasized by 96.7%of the respondents. The natural grass land also
decreased by about 250 dunums since 1997 (3200.4 dunums in 1997 to 2951.1 dunums
in 2015). Such results stressed on the negative effect of urbanization and at the same
time the necessity to preserve what’s left from these beautiful components of the
landscape. The study also found that most of the Palestinian built up expansion was

infilling, which it was increased by 390 dunums between 1997 and 2015, where the




number of patches increased for most of the levels was components, leading to its
fragmentation and reducing in size. Such an effect was also being award of by the

respondents.
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